1 Introduction to Hot Potatoes 1: The gap-fill task

BEFORE YOU START…

Create a folder into which to save your Hot Potato task. You will save a minimum of 2 files per task: 

· 1 in Hot Potato software (which you can change the form of) AND …

· 1 in HTML web page format.

It is advisable to create a folder per task AND put both files into this folder.

GENERAL THEORY

Hot Potatoes is basically freeware that allows you to create web-pages that use JavaScript. Luckily, you do not need to write this script yourself: Hot Potatoes does it in response to the requests you make via its user-friendly ‘wizard’ screens. 

HOWEVER… 

Once you have completed your ‘wizard’ pages in HP, you must

1) save this HP file to your folder

2) THEN… create a web page version from this HP format. This should be saved in your folder. 

IT IS THE WEBPAGE VERSION THAT IS ACCESSED BY LEARNERS!

You can use Hot Potatoes to create different interactive tasks that give feedback and scores. 
You can create:

· Crosswords

· Gap fill tasks

· Quizzes (including multi-choice quizzes)

One key point about the quizzes is that it is possible to ask HP to ‘shuffle both the question order AND the multi choice order per question. That way, the quiz is different each time the learner loads it up.

HP AND MOODLE

A further point is that the web page version of your tasks can easily be uploaded into a MOODLE area. The advantages of this are:

1) it’s easy to upload!

2) Learners can access it

3) Moodle retains the ‘score’ of your learners for review and as a record for ILPs etc.

You can download the freeware software from UVICS direct at:

  http://hotpot.uvic.ca 
You can also apply for your free register key here. This is inserted into the program AFTER you have installed it.
MAKING A GAP FILL TASK
Load up Hot potatoes

· Select JCLOZE
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You will see this screen. Enter a title for your task and then type or paste in the text you want to use. Here, I have type ‘the rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain’. 
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TO INSERT THE GAPS..
· Highlight the word to be gapped by clicking on it

· Click on the Gap button to see the screen below…
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Here, you can input a clue if you want to AND/OR specify alternative correct answers. 

· Then click OK when finished.

You should see the gap text as red text.
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THEN…

· Save your hot potatoes file to your task folder using FILE-SAVE

CREATE A WEB PAGE VERSION

· To do this select FILE-CREATE- WEB PAGE
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· Save this to your task folder with the filename you want.

Hot Potatoes will ask if you want to preview it in the browser.

If you say ‘yes’, you can see the file in web format.

You can check the format. If you want to make any changes, you will need to do this in the original Hop Pot file and then re-save the Hot Pot file and then re-export it as a webpage AND OVERWRITE THE OLD ONE.

UPLOADING TO MOODLE

Moodle is preset to receive HP web pages. However, there are a few adjustments that make things easier.

1) DISABLE HP NAVIGATION BUTTONS

In your gap-fill task, reload the HP file for it and select the configuration wizard as below:

[image: image6.png]\materials\cpdihot pots 1\task1..jcl
Fie Edt Insert Options Help

hedWoBY [ snr | REHD | B[aE | 2 |
Title || My first gap fill

[The rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain

Configuration file: C:\Program Files\HotPotatoes6\english6 .cfe
Undo  Insert

{Tiies/instructions | Prompts/Feedback | Buttons | Appearance | Timer | Other | Custom | cGI |

Exercise subtite
Gap-fil exercise

Instructions:
Fill in all the gaps, then press "Check” to check your answers. Use the "Hint” button to get a
free letter if an answer is giving you trouble. You can also click on the "[?]” buttan to get a clue.
Note that you willlose points if you sk for hints or clues!

Delete Gap

z

| Config: englishé.cfa





This wizard allows you to change colours, reset instructions, set the shuffle function, insert a word list of all gapped words, AND select buttons.

We want MOODLE to assign navigation buttons so we can disable the HP navigation buttons as below…
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 REMEMBER to re-save the HP file AND re-export it as a web page file.
To upload this web page version to MOODLE VLE
1 Get into MOODLE

2 Set edit function on

Add task as per screen below…
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Then click on UPLOAD A FILE and select the file you want to upload…

Try uploading into the staff CPD folder.
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When the upload is complete, you will see your file on-screen

TO LINK THIS FILE INTO YOUR MOODLE HOME PAGE…
1) CLICK ON THE BOX ON THE LEFT OF THE SCREEN TO SELECT THE FILE AND …

2) THEN CLICK ON ‘CHOOSE’ TO LINK  IT INTO MOODLE
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Then click on SAVE AND RETURN TO COURSE
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Students can now access your HP task AND their scores will be recorded by the MOODLE VLE.
