Interaction in the ESOL classroom - handout
Sarah Telfer & Daniela Bacova
Aims of the workshop:
· Develop trust through interaction
· Utilise emotions to increase interaction
· Encourage students to improvise
· Develop a fictional space
· Suggest ideas for collaborative storytelling 
3 short semi controlled activities
Warm-up:  Name and a gesture

What do I need to prepare? No preparation needed.

This is a traditional drama warm up.  Ask learners to sit or stand in a circle. Learners are asked to tell their name, and say what they like doing, however this has to be accompanied with a gesture or a short mime to illustrate their hobby. To make the activity more demanding, ask learners to suggest an activity that starts with the same sound or a letter as their first name. For example: ‘My name is Irene and I like ironing’ – miming ironing.   
Variation:  Ask learners to repeat what their classmates said before them and then add their own information.  So, if the first student says, ‘I’m Irene and I like ironing’ (miming ironing), the second will repeat this ‘This is Irene and she likes ironing’ (miming the same gesture), ‘and I’m Michael and I like marking tests’ (miming marking).   This is certainly the way to remember all the names. However, do not do this with a large group; it works well with a group up to 12 students. A larger group can be divided into smaller groups.  

How well do you know your classmates?
What do I need to prepare? A handout with suitable questions; A copy for each student.

Aim: to practise questions; 

 This is a speaking activity that works well with all levels and abilities, however requires some ability to read and write. Prepare a handout with suitable questions; do not forget to fold it, so the learners have space in the middle to write in their names; once the names are written, ask the learners to unfold the handout and answer the questions as truthfully as they can. They cannot speak to their classmates at this stage. When everyone writes in their answers into the handout, ask them to speak to their classmates to find out whether they were right. Limit this activity to 10 minutes.  See attached a copy of a handout. 
Mobile phone ring tones – talking in pairs or small groups
Preparation: None - just make sure that when dividing the students into pairs or threes, at least one of them has a mobile phone. This can be adapted for E2+ learners.
Dramatization variation: prepare some good idiomatic phrases to express frustration or anger, for example

Aim: speaking skills development  

Listen to the ring tone of your classmates. Then discuss – 10 minutes:

· What does it tell you about your partner?
· What emotions does it trigger?
· In which situations do you feel it is rude to use a mobile?
· Have you ever forgotten to turn it off?
· How do you feel when people talk loudly on the phone?
 Questions on the flipchart. 
Once the activity is finished, encourage the learners to feed back on their discussion. Encourage learners to share stories of inappropriate behaviour of people talking loudly on the phone. 

Variation: Utilize the learners’ stories through their dramatization. Each group chooses one of the stories they heard. They decide where and when this story happens, who they are (characters), what they are doing, how they feel and what they say or think. The group will write and rehearse their short sketch.  It can be in the form of a monologue of a person who talks loudly on the phone that is commented by the other characters who overhear the phone conversation.  Encourage the commenting students to say their lines with an appropriate intonation. 

Creating interactional space – ideas for a lesson
Preparation: A world map; a compass points handouts laminated – stick these onto the four walls of your classroom to create a sense of geographical space; continents laminated – these can also be stuck on the walls; 2 pieces of string; role cards with the images of a country’s flag; weather; the name of the country; saying ‘Hello’ in the native language; a favourite national name. They can be enriched with an image of a national dress. 
Appropriate for E1 –E2 learners;

Time: the activities can be used in a 60 minute session
Aims: To revise: vocabulary - geographical names; compass points; weather; clothes; colours; to ask questions;
1. Elicit from the  learners how many compass points there are; model the pronunciation; students repeat; then ask the learners to point at the written names of the compass points which have been  stuck on the walls;  Ask learners to move to the North; to the South;  to the South East; etc; then nominate other learners to do this.

2. Ask learners to look at the map ;  elicit the names of the continents; learners point at the names of the continents on the walls
3. Use chairs to create a circle – This is our World. Divide the World by two pieces of string held by the students standing opposite each other, so you will divide the circle into 4 quarters. Ask students to place the continents into this World – putting the laminated handouts on the floor. 
4. Ask learners to pick a cue card, read it and then go to the continents they come from. Then ask them to find at least three other people from different continents and ask them the questions as suggested on the PowerPoint slide- allow at least 10 minutes.
Where are you from?

What’s the weather like in your country?

What names are popular in your country?

How do you say Hello in your language?

5. Variation: Guess who I am; using the hot seat technique
One learner sits on the ‘hot chair’ that is placed in front of the class and introduces herself not saying the name of the country she comes from: For example: It’s very cold in my country. People like wearing ... colours; the popular names are ...; we say hello ---; other learners guess the name of the country. 
Creating a character – exploring emotions and using the hot seat
Preparation: cue cards with emotions; the emotions can be written on flipchart or a board; a chair in front of the class

Appropriate for all levels

A volunteer chooses a cue card with one emotion written on it. They have to think how they walk and talk when they feel like that. As soon as they choose a card, they have to walk and sit in the way it illustrates their emotion. Others have to observe them and can ask yes/no questions to find which emotion their classmate had picked up. The questions could be direct: Are you sad? Or with more advanced learners you can suggest they can only ask indirect questions, for example, ‘Has anything terrible happened to you?’  
Collaborative Storytelling: utilizing provoking quotations or proverbs 

Preparation: think of a story you want to tell your learners; find some video links to storytelling, for example http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/story-structure/744.html; http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson874/prewrite.pdf 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson874/bme.pdf 
think of visual representation of a story structure – use either a PowerPoint; flipchart; or just a board; utilize images as much as you can; you can even prepare the summary of your story in 10 sentences and have these written on pieces of paper, so the learners will have to move them to match to the structural parts of the story – introduction, complication, crisis, resolution, conclusion, laminate these as you might need them.  
Choose a provoking quotation, for example ‘Life is not fair, get used to it.’ (Bill Gates)
In class:
Introduce the story structure – you need to do this as, firstly, this comes from a Western European tradition of storytelling and the learners might not be familiar with its structure, and secondly, this structure functions as scaffolding that helps them make sense of what they want to express or describe in English as well as how to organize their thoughts. 

You can decide on the opening sentence, for example ‘This story happened 30 years   ago when I was a student at University.‘  It’s a good strategy as it gets all the learners started. 

Next – introduce characters, who; then where – place; time - when; what happened - complication; conflict – some crisis; resolution – how this crisis was solve, and finally say conclusion – what have I learned. 
The best way to teach the structure is to tell the story yourself and discuss its structure with your learners. Equally useful is watching a short video clip and then analyse the story with the group or ask the learners to analyse this story in small groups. You can support the learners’ ability to narrate a story if you ask them to summarise the story you told them in 10 sentences and match these sentences to introduction; complication; crisis, resolution and conclusion.  
Then introduce the quotation.
In twos or threes – learners tell each other a story documenting the quotation; then they choose one story; summarise it in 10 sentences to present it in class in just a minute. 

Then once the groups are ready, decide on the evaluating criteria with the whole group; the stories are presented in groups and then there is a secret vote which group had the best presenters. 
Presentation – just a minute! (inspired by the BBC Radio 4 programme) 
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